WAC 246-817-601 Purpose. The purpose of WAC 246-817-601 through
246-817-660 is to establish requirements for infection control where
dentistry is provided in the state of Washington to protect the health
and well-being of the people. The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention Guidelines for Infection Control 1in Dental Health-Care Set-
tings 2003, MMWR Vol. 52, No. RR-17, and the Summary of Infection Pre-
vention Practices 1in Dental Settings: Basic Expectations for Safe
Care, March 2016, are the basis for these rules. Case reports and pub-
lic health events regarding the transmission of diseases from patient
to patient, practitioner to patient, and patient to practitioner have
been published that demonstrate risks that were either unrecognized in
the past or new. This includes people accompanying patients and wvisi-
tors. A strong educational component for practitioners is necessary to
prevent disease transmission from patient to practitioner, practition-
er to patient, and patient to patient.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.32.002 and 18.32.0365. WSR 21-01-214, §
246-817-601, filed 12/23/20, effective 1/23/21. Statutory Authority:
RCW 18.32.035. WSR 95-21-041, § 246-817-601, filed 10/10/95, effective
11/10/95.]
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